
Household Codes, mostly in the Deutero-Pauline and Pastoral letters (plus 1 Peter) 
 

Colossians 3:18 
Wives, be subject to 
your husbands, as is 
fitting in the Lord. 
19 Husbands, love 
your wives and never 
treat them harshly.  
20 Children, obey 
your parents in 
everything, for this is 
your acceptable duty 
in the Lord. 21 
Fathers, do not 
provoke your 
children, or they may 
lose heart. 22 Slaves, 
obey your earthly 
masters in 
everything, not only 
while being watched 
and in order to please 
them, but 
wholeheartedly, 
fearing the Lord. 23 
Whatever your task, 
put yourselves into it, 
as done for the Lord 
and not for your 
masters, 24 since you 
know that from the 
Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as 
your reward; you 
serve the Lord Christ. 
25 For the 
wrongdoer will be 
paid back for 
whatever wrong has 
been done, and there 
is no partiality. 4:1 
Masters, treat your 
slaves justly and 
fairly, for you know 
that you also have a 
Master in heaven. 

Ephesians 5:22 Wives, be subject to your 
husbands as you are to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the 
head of the church, the body of which he is the 
Savior. 24 Just as the church is subject to Christ, so 
also wives ought to be, in everything, to their 
husbands.  
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her, 26 in order 
to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing 
of water by the word, 27 so as to present the church 
to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or 
anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy 
and without blemish. 28 In the same way, husbands 
should love their wives as they do their own bodies. 
He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one 
ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and 
tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the 
church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 
“For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, and I 
am applying it to Christ and the church. 33 Each of 
you, however, should love his wife as himself, and a 
wife should respect her husband.  
6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—
this is the first commandment with a promise: 3 “so 
that it may be well with you and you may live long 
on the earth.”  
4 And, fathers, do not provoke your children to 
anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.  
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of heart, as you obey Christ; 
6 not only while being watched, and in order to 
please them, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart. 7 Render service with 
enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not to men and 
women, 8 knowing that whatever good we do, we 
will receive the same again from the Lord, whether 
we are slaves or free.  
9 And, masters, do the same to them. Stop 
threatening them, for you know that both of you 
have the same Master in heaven, and with him there 
is no partiality.  

1 Peter 2:13 For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of 
every human institution, whether of the emperor as supreme, 
14 or of governors, as sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to praise those who do right. 15 For it is God’s 
will that by doing right you should silence the ignorance of 
the foolish. 16 As servants of God, live as free people, yet do 
not use your freedom as a pretext for evil. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor.  
18 Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all 
deference, not only those who are kind and gentle but also 
those who are harsh. 19 For it is a credit to you if, being 
aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If 
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what 
credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer 
for it, you have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps.  
22  “He committed no sin, 
 and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the 
one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For 
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  
3:1 Wives, in the same way, accept the authority of your 
husbands, so that, even if some of them do not obey the 
word, they may be won over without a word by their wives’ 
conduct, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your 
lives. 3 Do not adorn yourselves outwardly by braiding your 
hair, and by wearing gold ornaments or fine clothing; 4 
rather, let your adornment be the inner self with the lasting 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in 
God’s sight. 5 It was in this way long ago that the holy 
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves by 
accepting the authority of their husbands. 6 Thus Sarah 
obeyed Abraham and called him lord. You have become her 
daughters as long as you do what is good and never let fears 
alarm you.  
7 Husbands, in the same way, show consideration for your 
wives in your life together, paying honor to the woman as 
the weaker sex, since they too are also heirs of the gracious 
gift of life—so that nothing may hinder your prayers.  

Titus 2:1 But as for you, 
teach what is consistent with 
sound doctrine. 2 Tell the 
older men to be temperate, 
serious, prudent, and sound 
in faith, in love, and in 
endurance.  
3 Likewise, tell the older 
women to be reverent in 
behavior, not to be slanderers 
or slaves to drink; they are to 
teach what is good, 4 so that 
they may encourage the 
young women to love their 
husbands, to love their 
children, 5 to be self-
controlled, chaste, good 
managers of the household, 
kind, being submissive to 
their husbands, so that the 
word of God may not be 
discredited.  
6 Likewise, urge the 
younger men to be self-
controlled. 7 Show yourself 
in all respects a model of 
good works, and in your 
teaching show integrity, 
gravity, 8 and sound speech 
that cannot be censured; then 
any opponent will be put to 
shame, having nothing evil 
to say of us.  
9 Tell slaves to be 
submissive to their masters 
and to give satisfaction in 
every respect; they are not to 
talk back, 10 not to pilfer, 
but to show complete and 
perfect fidelity, so that in 
everything they may be an 
ornament to the doctrine of 
God our Savior. 
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James V. Brownson, Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church's Debate on Same-Sex Relationships 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2013), p. 249. "Aristotle considered the slave/master polarity one of 
the fundamental bases on which all of society is built. The opening of his political treatise includes 
these words: 'Now that it is clear what are the components of the state, we have first of all to discuss 
household management; for every state is composed of households. . . . The investigation of 
everything should begin with the smallest parts, and the primary and smallest parts of the 
household are master and slave, husband and wife, father and children; we ought therefore to 
examine the proper constitution and character of each of these relationships, I mean that of 
mastership, that of marriage . . . and thirdly the progenitive relationship.'" [Aristotle, Politics 1.1253b] 


